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BEST OF THE TORONTO JAPANESE FILM FESTIVAL (THE LIGHTER SIDE)

As we await the post-crisis reopening and the commencement of our rescheduled TJFF 2020 in October, we thought it appropriate
to use Japanese film to lift everyone’s spirits at this very confusing time. We are delighted to announce a special series representing
some of the most popular - and light-hearted - films from the past 8 years of festivals and film programming. These films (with subtitles)
are not available domestically so it is a special treat and a rare opportunity to see them. Please enjoy and see you in October!

ABOUT THE JAPANESE CANADIAN CULTURAL CENTRE

Now in its 57th year, the Japanese Canadian Cultural Centre (JCCC) serves as the gathering point for the Japanese Canadian
community and for those of non-Japanese ancestry who have an interest in things Japanese.

The JCCC offers a wide variety of Japanese cultural programs for its 5,000 members and 210,000 annual visitors: film screenings,
traditional and contemporary Japanese performances, festivals, art and history exhibitions, Japanese language classes and a wide
range of courses and workshops in traditional Japanese cultural arts and music. The JCCC also boasts a state-of-the-art Dojo where
over 600 members pursue 8 different martial arts disciplines. The JCCC houses the lkebata Nursery School, Japanese Social
Services, Nikkei Voice, Tokyo Beauty Studio, Sayaka Music Studio, Kiai Acupuncture Clinic, the Canadian Race Relations Foundation
and one of North America’s finest Japanese restaurants, Kaiseki Yu-zen Hashimoto.

While the majority of Japanese Canadians are born in Canada, the past 10 years has seen a large influx of new Japanese immigrants.
The JCCC helps these new Canadians connect to a larger community network and facilitates friendship with Canadians from all
segments of society. The Japanese Canadian Cultural Centre is truly a multicultural centre which, in the spirit of its motto ‘Friendship
through Culture’, also hosts numerous events in collaboration with cultural groups that do not have cultural facilities of their own.

The JCCC model is based on inclusion - in fact, almost half of the Centre’s members are of non-Japanese ancestry. The JCCC is
also home to the Discover Japan Educational Program which hosts 15,000 school children annually. Among the many guests we
have welcomed in these 50-plus years were Their Majesties, the Emperor and Empress of Japan, who graced us with a visit in the
summer of 2009 and Her Imperial Highness Princess Takamado in 2019.

Now approaching it 60th year, the Centre has evolved into one of the largest and most vibrant Japanese cultural centres in the
world. Through our ever expanding facility and programming, of which the Toronto Japanese Film Festival plays an important role,
we look forward to continuing to share the story of the Japanese Canadians, and connecting all Canadians to the exciting richness
of Japanese culture, both traditional and contemporary.
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©2014 Fuiji Television Network, Toho, Kansai Telecasting Corporation, Dentsu, The Kyoto Shimbun, Kyoto Broadcasting System, Altamira Pictures

LADY MAIKO SRiILTv

Available on Demand: Friday July 17 @ 9:00am — Sunday July 19 @ 9:00pm
135 min /2014 e Director: Masayuki Suo e In Japanese with English Subtitles
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Available on Demand: Friday July 24 @ 9:00am — Sunday July 26 @ 9:00pm
110min/2012 e Director: Naoko Ogigami e In Japanese with English Subtitles

A delightful geisha version of Audrey Hepburn’s My Fair Lady from the director
of Shall We Dance?. For as long as she can remember, Haruko has wanted
to be a geisha. Approaching a teahouse in Kyoto’s famous geisha district to
become an apprentice geisha, or maiko, she is rejected due to her country
bumpkin dialect and uncultivated demeanor. By chance, her accent catches
the interest of Professor Kyono, a linguistics specialist and regular patron
at the teahouse. He strikes a deal with the teahouse proprietor, promising
to transform Haruko’s strong dialect into lady-like speech within 6 months

Starring: Mone Kamishiraishi, Hiroki Hasegawa, Sumiko Fuji, Eri Watanabe,
Tamiyo Kusakari.
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This gentle, whimsical comedy by director Naoko Ogigami (Kamome Shokudo,
Megane) celebrates self-discovery and explores the importance of finding
companionship, both human and otherwise. Sayoko defies the stereotypical
“cat lady.” Young, single, tallish and attractive, she befriends any and all
stray cats. In turn, she rents out cats to lonely hearts of all kinds. Pushing her
handcart of cats along the riverbank, she announces from a megaphone, “Cats
for rent! If you're lonely, rent a cat!” Finding customers is not a problem: an old
lady would like to buy a pet but fears that it will outlive her; a henpecked father;
arental company employee hoping a cat will ease her loneliness. But ever since
her grandmother’s death, Sayoko is lonely too. Until one day, when a mysterious
young man from her past appears on the riverbank...

Both touching and hilarious, Rent-a-Cat premiered at the 2012 Berlin Film
Festival and has become a festival favourite internationally..

BEE M EETF HEDIIRNF ERLF AT

HLHREISHRIDK LEFEBRHE L2~ 3. KL
IS % DV BLE T JEIERTRUNMNIEAS I B2 Y AH—T5]05k
e/ Y AT EOELELEZESYITE KEZHEERIODOR
LOAADMRYIAIT 210 IRE BHEE. 20125 0NV ERFRES/ N/ S
S ERFIEINH A ESR.

Co-presented by:
JAPANFOUNDATION



CHEF OF THE SOUTH POLE FIREIEA

Available on Demand: Friday July 31@ 9:00am — Sunday August 2 @ 9:00pm
125min /2009 e Director: Shuchi Okita e In Japanese with English Subtitles

A heart-warming comedy, based on the poignant essays of Nishimura Jun,
who in real life served as a Japan Coast Guard cook for 8 team members at
an Antarctic scientific observation team. Meals are the only source of pleasure
in their lives, so the responsibility of the cook is a heavy one. But, without being
able to procure fresh supplies, maintaining variety in the daily menu is a
herculean task. While longing for his wife Miyuki and two children back in
Japan, Nishimura goes to great lengths to keep the table filled with delectable
meals. From full-course French cuisine to hand-made “ramen” noodles, the
meals that fill the team members’ bellies and hearts are unforgettable.

Starring Masato Sakai, Katsuhisa Namase, Naomi Nishida, Kitaro.
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SURVIVAL FAMILY BINANILT 7Y —

Available on Demand: Friday August 7 @ 9:00am — Sunday August 9 @ 9:00pm
117min / 2017 e Director: Shinobu Yaguchi e In Japanese with English Subtitles

When an extended global electrical blackout occurs, the world grinds to a halt.
Salaryman Yoshiyuki Suzuki decides to escape from Tokyo with his wife and
two kids. Their hilarious and heartfelt journey teaches them independence and
cooperation as the kids grow up and the parents learn the error of their rigid
paternalistic ways. They must also face an array of challenges including furious
rainstorms, rabid dogs and runaway poultry!

This feel-good family-friendly, disaster comedy — the latest from the director of
Wood Job!, Swing Girls and Water Boys — is guaranteed to please.

Starring: Fumiyo Kohinata, Eri Fukatsu, Yuki lzumisawa, Wakana Aoi.
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©2012 “Key of Life” Film Partners

KEY OF LIFE BBEDXY YR

Available on Demand: Friday August 14@ 9:00am — Sunday August 16 @ 9:00pm
128min/2012 e Director: Kenji Uchida e In Japanese with English Subtitles

Kenji Uchida ‘s screwball comedy about a failed actor who switches identities
with a stranger in bath house accident — only to find himself filling the shoes
of a ruthless underworld assassin. The Kkiller, suffering amnesia from the
encounter, applies himself to learning the actor’s method. Named one of the
best 10 films of 2012 by The Japan Times and Kinema Jumpo, winner of best
screenplay at the Shanghai International Film Festival and a favourite at the
2012 Toronto International Film Festival, Key of Life definitely deserves an
encore screening.

Touching, brilliantly plotted and simply hilarious, Key of Life features Masato
Sakai, Teruyuki Kagawa and Ryoko Hirosue..

EENHETAL HEFREA BBz ERRF

FNEWBZRELEEZE R OTIRLE _ADAEDSANED). EEZEINE
Z[V 518505 CiasstT L sRIRE o e RV DLW B, BEabE RN
WBZRE- KA ERODS Oy A—D#ETUERRITEITET. DN
ZOBISHLEER [T EDTRWMEROBRLEDY FUfeof!

201 3FEHAT7HTI-ECREFSNAERE, Fx 3 Eimra SR
BUEIN R b7 VT LGRIEN M, \T A BRER CREFIERE. F15E
DBEMMRER IcBVTHIAEZRELE ERN CHLDEZETE LTAME
IS FEFD MO NERR BB CHBL IR E ST

Co-presented by:
JAPANFOUNDATION

© 2019 “FLY ME TO THE SAITAMA” FILM PARTNERS

FLY ME TO SAITAMA AIATHE

Available on Demand: Friday August 21@ 9:00am — Sunday August 23 @ 9:00pm
107min / 2019 e Director: Hideki Takeuchi e In Japanese with English Subtitles

From the director of Thermae Romae and Color Me True comes a wild comic
fantasy based on Mineo May’s popular manga. In a luxurious, kingdom-like Tokyo
lives Momomi, son of the corrupt governor and possessor of striking feminine
beauty. He, like all Tokyoites, looks down on the unsophisticated neighboring
prefectures, especially Saitama. When mysterious student Rei transfers into the
same private academy, the spark of attraction soon ignites the fuse for a war
between the prefectures. A lunatic satire of the universal tensions between urban
and rural; overflowing with energy, hilarity, opulent design and over-thetop action.

Starring Fumi Nikaido, GACKT, Yusuke Iseya, Kumiko Aso, Ryo Narita,
Naoto Takenakai.
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The Japan Foundation, Toronto is Celebrating 30 years in Canada

O Celebrating 30 Years in Canada

—jﬁJAPANFOUNDATION | TORONTO

Dear patrons of the BEST OF TORONTO JAPANESE FILM FESTIVAL 2020,

g Sl The Japan Foundation, Toronto is thrilled to support this special series, the Best of Toronto
B Japanese Film Festival, which features great Japanese films that have graced the big screen
. during the past eight years of TJFF programming.

As Toronto and the rest of Canada gradually recover from the COVID-19 pandemic, The Japan Foundation,
Toronto believes that access to culture can lend power to people and strengthen community ties. Together
with our partners like the JCCC, we continue to engage, motivate, and stimulate our patrons and community
through online activities: language classes for Japanese language learners and teachers, JET Book Club, co-
presentations of Japanese cinema, exhibitions, as well as our weekly newsletter and regular social media
posts that provide interesting content about Japanese culture.

This year marks the 30th anniversary of the establishment of the Japan Foundation in Canada, and in
celebration of this landmark year, we have put together a number of activities, including the online

Fellow Gallery to commemorate past years of valuable intellectual exchange between Canada and Japan, as
well as the Digital Exhibit: 30th Anniversary Logo Contest, which attracted over 40 entries from across
Canada. Over these three decades, we are proud to have partnered with many organizations, and want to
express our gratitude to the JCCC and community at large.

Thank you for your support, and please stay safe. We look forward to celebrating the next 30 years of cultural
exchange between Japan and Canada!

Yuko Shimizu
Executive Director, The Japan Foundation, Toronto

JAPANFOUNDATION

The Japan Foundation, Toronto

GALLERY LIBRARY FILMS
CLASSES LECTURES

LEARN | - Travelling Exhibitions | Demonstrations
3 gy - qr Japanese Language Education & more
i ma - ~— www.jftor.org for details

The Japan Foundation, Toronto 2 Bloor Street East, Suite 300 (TTC Bloor-Yonge) @€ eJFToronto www.jftor.org

Programs and Grants support includes;
Film Festivals | Cinema Kabuki

On-line Japanese Classes | Author Talks

Japanese Studies |Concerts | Lectures



